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WESTBANK

Line
repair
to begin

West Bank bureau

C{ews Thursday will begin
repairing a.break in a 24-inch
water line on Lapalco Boulevard
that left about 30,000 West Bank
residents with reduced water
pressure.

David Maculuso, director of
the Jefferson Parish Water
Department, said the work might
be finished by Friday.

He said workers with Hebert
Bros. Construction Co. will begin’

welding broken reinforcing rods
in the huge prestressed concrete
water line.

The break was discovered
about 5 p.m. Tuesday. Maculuso
said subsiding soil apparently

caused the water line to shiff, .

breaking it at a joint.

The break occurred between
Belle Meade and Wall boulevards
where the water line is elevated
to cross a canal.

The joint separated in the
ground at the eastern edge of
the canal, and the shift caused a
crack at another joint where the
Iine crosses the canal.

Because the broken joints can
be welded, the work can be com-
pleted quicker than first thought,
Macaluso said. At first, parish
officials said the two joints and
the section between them would
have to be replaced. They esti-
mated that might take untii
Monday or next Wednesday.

“No one will lose water com-
pletely,” Macaluso said. “but
pressure will be 40 pounds per
square inch instead of the normal
60 for residents in most of Terry-
town and Belle Meade.”

Macaluso said he chose the
greater expense of around-the-
clock repair work because of
Wednesday’s cold weather.

A temporary water line was
hooked up to a fire hydrant to
provide water for a strip of shops
next to the break on Lapalco.

Jefferson Parish' Public Utilities worker uncoils temporary waterline on Lapalco Boulevard.
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State to seek
bids for new

bridge

By PAUL ATKINSON
West Bank bureau

Construction could begin in
May on the first east bank
approaches to the new Missis-
sippi River bridge, and motorists
may use the bridge by mid-1987,
a state official said Wedenesday.

The state will take bids on
three contract packages totaling
about $113 million between
March and May, said Neil
Wagoner, assistant secretary in
the Office of Highways.

State-hired contractors have
already begun to tear down com-

mercial buildings and homes .

along the path of the bridge on
the east bank, he said.

The first contract, estimated
at $31 million, will be let in late

March. It calls for construction of
a three- Jevated

work

South Front Street to Annuncia-
tion Street. .

The third contract, estimated
to cost $36 million, will make the
bridge useable from the West
Bank. It calls for a new toll plaza,
a new Mississippi River Bridge
Authority headquarters building,
and entrance lanes to the bridge
from Gen. de Gaulle Drive and
the West Bank Expressway.

Wagoner said the toll plaza
design includes 12 toll booths. He
said the state Department of
Transportation and Development
is still assuming tolls will be re-
stored on the bridge.

Decisions on the size of the
tolls and when they will resume
must be decided by the state
administration and Legislature,
he said.

Two Sfctions of the West Bank

from Annunciation Street to
Simon Bolivar Avenue, and a
two-lane, ground-level service
road alongside the expressway.
‘The service road would be built
between Annunciation and Mag-
nolia streets.

The contract also includes new
off-ramps at Dryades and Camp
streets and on-ramps at Baronne
and Annunciation streets.

Wagoner said construction
could begin by May.

Two contracts are tentatively
scheduled to be let in May,
though one might be advanced to
April, Wagoner said. *

One contract, for an estimated
$46 million, will connect the
bridge superstructure with the
expressway at Annunciation
Street.

The contract also includes
work on exclusive truck and tran-
sit ramps coming down from the
bridge near the riverfront, and a
two-lane frontage road from

app are now under con-
struction.

Wagoner said the state is ask-
ing for bids for the east bank
contracts to include prices for
building the service roads with
asphalt or concrete. The idea is
to get as much competition as
possible in the bids, and reduce
construction costs, he said.

Even when the new bridge is
opened, Wagoner said, considera-
tien is being given to shifting all
traffic to it temporarily while the
present bridge is renovated. i

“We would like to take the
traffic off the old bridge alto-
gether while the present bridge is
being worked on, but a final deci-
sion has not been made on this
idea,” he said.

Wagoner said it could be 1989
before the project is finished. The
project also includes rebuilding
the Pontchartrain Expressway
leading to the bridge on the east
bank and building exclusive tran-
sit lanes in 1987. .

Multiunit
housing
is fought

By RICHARD BOYD
West Bank bureau

The Woodmere Civic Associa-
tion opposes issuance of $3.2 mil-
lion in state bonds to build multi-
family units in the eastern end of
the Harvey subdivision.

Charles Lightfoot, president of
the association, said Wednesday
that his group will also ask Jef-
ferson Parish authorities to con-
duct an impact study before
allowing developer James E.,
Hennessey to build the 110 hous-
ing units.

Lightfoot. however. ‘said his
association is not connected with
a group of Woodmere residents
who said Monday they are circu-
lating recall petitions against two
parish councilmen and {aking
other action opposing the
planned development.

Hennessey. through his com-
pany, Hennessey Apartments.
has applied for the interest-free
state bonds for a 70-unit develop-
ment called Key West Apart-
ments and two 20-units develop-
ments called Reef and Largo
Apartments.

All are scheduled for construc-
tion on new Max Drive that runs
between Alex Kornman Drive
and Destrehan Avenue at the
eastern tip of Woodmere and a
new Sandy Drive that dissects
Marx.

Five Woodmere residents said
Monday they were circulating
recall petitions against Council-
men T.J. “Butch” Ward and
Lloyd Giardina because they
voted for a resubdivision ordi-
nance Oct. 3 that apparently
paves the way for part of the new
construction. :

They said Hennessey’s plans
for the multiplex apartment units
along Max and Sandy drives
would cause too much density in
that area of the subdivision, tax-
ing already overburdened drain-
age and sewerage systems.
schoois and police and fire pro-
tection.

Lois Navarre, one of the five,
said Wednesday that recall peti-
tions are not actually being circu-
lated. “We are doing other things
first in an atiempt to stop the

P

development. The recall petition
drive has been put on a back
burner for the time being,” she

said.

Ward said the Jefferson Parish
Council had no option Oct. 3
other than to approve the resub-
division ordinance because Hen-
nessey plans to build the new
units on land already zoned R-3,

multifamily, and what he pro--

poses is a conforming use for an
R-3 zone.

Lightfood said his association’s
board adopted resolutions Tues-
day afternoon opposing issuance
of the bonds and urging the coun-
cil to delay action on ancther
resubdivision ordinance on its
Jan. 9 agenda that would pave
the way for another portion of
the development.

“We realize that the new units
are a conforming use under an R-
3 zone and we aren’t saying the
council was irresponsible en Oct.
3,7 Lightfoot said.

“But we are asking them to
hold up on the resubdivision ordi-

nance on Jan. 9 in order to get an -

impact study done to find out
what this development will do to
the subdivision,” he said.

Fourplex apartments are 2lso
built and occupied along Korn-
man and Destrehan.

~“We have a brand new school
here (Woodmere Elementary) on
Destrehan built for 900 students
and it already has 1,030. The
school system tells us they will
bring in portable buildings to
handle the overflow by Septem-
ber.” Lightfoot said.

“And already the elementary-
age chiidren in those new four-
plex apartmenis are being bused
to Lincoln and other schools
because there is no room for
them at Woodmere Elementary.
If vou create 110 more housing
units with 1:000-plus new resi-
dents, where are those children
going to be placed?” Lightfoot
asked.

“We just have to stop and take
a look at what is happening to
Woodmere. I think we just have
to slow down and consider the
impact of what is about to hap-
pen,” he said.

Lightfoot said he faults Ward
and Giardina for not informing

his association before the Oct. 3 | |’

resubdivision ordinance was
adopted.

Buck Landry. president of the
Louisiana Housing Finance
Agency, said a condition of state
bonds is that 20 percent of any
new development has to he made
available to low- and moderate-
income families,

Autopsies will be done in parish

East Jefferson bureau

For the first time in about
eight years, the Jefferson Parish
coroner’s office will perform
autopsies in Jefferson Parish.

Autopsies have been performed
at F. Edward Hebert Hospital in
Algiers since 1976.

But they will be done at Si.
Jude Hospital in Kenner when it
opens in a few months. said Dr.

Charles Odom, Jefferson Parish
coroner. '

Odom said the move will be
more cenvenient for Dr. Alvaro
Hunt, assistant coroner who per-
forms the autopsies. He said
Hunt asked that autopsies be
moved to St. Jude.

The parish will not have to pay
St. Jude for the use of the hos-
pital’s pathology laboratory,
Odom said. The coroner’s office

now. has the same arrangement
with Hebert, he said.

Odom said autopsies were per-
formed in an old section of the
Jefferson Parish Correctional
Center before they were moved to
Hebert.

He said his office started using

‘Hebert, then a naval hospital,

because it had a modern labora-
tory.
Bodies awaiting autopsies are

stored in a morgue at the Jeffer-
son Parish Correctional Center,
Odom said. Under the new
arrangement, they will be kept in
a morgue at St. Jude, he said.
Odom said autopsies usually
are performed within 48 hours
after death. They ure performed
on murder and suicide viciims
and in any case where the cause
of death is not obvious, Odom
said. .

Bad weather

Lloy'd Lala, a commercial fisherman from Mandeville, dressed
for the cold and wet weather, looks over his sparse catch from
an early-morming trip on Lake Pontchartrain.
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Cop honored twice
as officer of year
is fired in Slidell

By DREW BROACH
St. Tammany bureau

A Shidell police officer twice
honored as officer of the year was
fired Wednesday.

Irvin A. Jones, who had
worked slightly less than three
years for the Police Department,
appealed his firing to the city’s
Polic; Employees Civil Service

ard.

The 31-year-old officer. who
was named officer of the year by
separate civic organizations in
1982 and 1983, was the first Sli-
dell policeman fired in six years.

Neither Jones, who said he was
not surprised by the action, nor
Chief Max V. Rodriguez would
discuss the reasons for the termi-
nation.

“There’s a possibility it could
go to civil service and the courts,”

i said.

“The fact that I have an appeal
is note enough that I don't agree
with it,” Jones said.

No hearing date has been set
for the appeal.

The appeal will be Jones™ sec-
ond to the board.

In August, board members
turned down his request for a 5
percent annual pay raise that had
been denied him two months ear-
lier.

Police Department witnesses
during that hearing said Jones
was uncooperative with superior
officers and frequently griped
about them and his peers.

Jones said at the hearing that
he was a conscientious officer
whose complaints about viola-
tions of department policy went
unheeded.

The firing apparently stems
from incidents that have occurred
since the hearing.

Sgt. Danny Joknson said in an
internal memorandum that Jones
twice ignored instructions on
Dec. 8 to report to the intersec-
tion of Interstate 10 and Gause
Boulevard to direct traffic after
an airplane crashed on the inter-
state. Jores, who had just fin-
ished an eight-hour shif, later
told Johnson that he was sick
and needed to go home.

The next day, Johnson wrote,
Jones left his patrol section with-
out authorization. Jones later
told supervisors he went home for
less than 10 minutes, again
Dbecause of illness.

On Dec. 14, Jones failed to
show up for his shift, 2 memo
from shift commander Sgt. Dal-
ton Savey said. Jones told super-
visors he had applied for a day off
and. after not hearing anything
about it, assumed the request had
been approved.

Jones was selected the Slidell
Jaycees’ “Police Officer of the
Year” in December 1983. Less
than a month later, he was sus-

‘pended for 30 days for drawing

and distributing a racist cartoon
in the Police Department.

He also was chosen “Officer of
the Year” in 1982 by the Slideli
Knights of Columbus.
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