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YOUR OPINIONS

Governor is squeezing the life out of UNO

e -

At the end of my career at the
Yniversity of New Orleans I dis-
cover that I have been teaching:
#t'a“failed school.” This will be
nels to the teachers and profes-
sdrs'and physicians and accoun-
tants and engincers [ have .

wght there.

Gov. Bobby Jindal’s shrewd
41 cynical re-branding of UNO
to‘Seapegoat-his tax cuts for the
wedlthy and his TOPS welfare
for the rich will play famously
withhis base. Jindal did his
uridérgraduate work at an Tvy
L¥ugue school with a $2.2 bil-
lion endowment. Likely the
six-year graduation rate there
was-98 percent. Not one of the
students who transfer to UNO
from Delgado, Southern Univer-
sity at New Orleans, Louisiana
State University and many other
schools from around the nation
counts toward UNO's “pitiful”

six-year graduation rate.

Thre Times-Picayune reports
that In the Southern region Ken-
tuckys overthe Ppast two years,
spent. the most per college stu-
dent — $16,301. Louisiana spent
the lexast, $9,865. Kentucky has,
by my count, eight fowr-year col-
leges — about half the number
in Lowaisiana. Both states have
rougkaly the same population.

Bobby Jindal is supposed
to be = genins, so why can't he
do the math? If he halves the
numb>er of state colleges, will the
state thenspend $4,900 per stu-
dent, = third of what Kentucky
spencds?

In the last quarter-century
highex~ edueation in Louisiana
has scxabbled for rinds. The
medizan salary (half above, half
below- ) inmy department, the
largesst at UNO, last year was
$38,000. That is $1,813 below the

starting salary, with a bachelor’s
degree, in the Orleans Parish
dchools.

And the governor wants to
pay private insurance compa-
nies a profit to run the Office of
Group Benefits, whose admin-
istrative costs are now only 3.2
percent. The custodial staff at
UNO has been cut 60 percent in
the past 25 years. Faculty mem-
bers are now sweeping and emp-
tying trash in many classrooms,
and students are volunteering to
clean buildings.

T can’t imagine a more dedi-
cated, rigorous and industrious
faculty than my colleagues at
UNO. They work in conditions
and for pay that would drive
most American professors out of
the profession.

. Kris Lackey

New Orleans

=Mardi Gras
Indian film is
4 revelation

Re:“Bury the Hutchet” takes a

loving look inside Maxdi Gras

Inidian traditions,” Lagniappe,
ril 22.

, Kudos to everyone who had
anything to do with the creation
of the splendid documentary film
“Biiry the Hatchet.” It'sa must
seeY

It has brought reality media
to a'marvelous new level.

+«Bravo!
Annie Escobedo
New Orleans
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Pifoblems can
be solved

Re*What about the babies?”
Yowr Opinions, April 22.

The letter writer is con-
certied about the quality of life
forbabies that would be born if
ibyortions were not performed.
itis true, the solution to one
‘problem often creates other
problems.

‘But surely no rational per-

Nohreould support the killing of
unborn babies as a solution to
quality of life issues for those
bora. :

e Toby J. Russo
, Chalmette
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::'f- * Letters should be brief and to the
" 1point, preferably 200 words or less,
tTo'be consldered for publication, they
«aMmuist Include the writer s address and
.ta daytime telephone number. Initials
rand pen names are not accepted,
1nor are letters addressed to others,
“Létfers from the same wiriter are not
,ipublished when they faflow frequently
~supon another. .
N E-mailed letters should bear the =
" §ubject ling letter to the editor. Do not
‘send a letter as an e-mall attachment
18uch as .doc or .txt, We cannot open
* tsuch flles. All submisslons becorme the
. aproperty of The Times- Picayune and
- will not be returned; submlsslons may
- be edited and may be published or
qa)lpewdse reused In any néedlum.‘ ,
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Driver=s line up to pay tolls at the Crescent City Connection toll

booths.

CCColls are being misused

Re: ‘A e bridge tolls on collision
cowrse 27 Page A1, April 24.

The people of the West Bank
continuae to pay tolls to cross
a bridgre that we paid in full to
build.

Why is Crescent City Con-
nectiora toll money being used to
pay for- New Orleans avea fer-
ries whaile all of the other ferries
in Louisiana are funded by the
state? "Thestate Department
of Tranasportation and Develop-
ment haxs an annual budget of -

$2.3 billion and can easily afford
to pay to vun the ferries here.
The sad reality is that Gov.
Bobby Jindal is double taxing
(via the tolls) the people of the
‘West Bank to the tune of $22

_ million per year and then using

our hard-earned money to pay
bills that should rightfully be
paid by the state,
* It's just plain wrong.
Mike Teacthworth
StopTheTolls.Org
. Harvey

S0 1many recycling questions

Re: “Recycling bins are
stinkerss,” Your Opinions, April
2.

Points for the letter writer
on her observations on the “not
quite commpletely thought out”
recyclirr g gumbo, and we would
like to 2dd some more thoughts
to that stew.

Why isit voluntary and not
mandatory like trash pickup and
seweragze? Why black containers
instead ©of some color that would
stand oat, say green? Why no

pick up for the French Quar-
ter and none for commercial
businesses, schools and medi-
cal facilities (that would make a
huge impact)?

Why not use Phoenix Recy-
cling, which already has the lay
of the land? And, here’s the big
one, how come Target stores will
recycle our glass and the city
cannot? It's time to think outside
the trash box, Mitch,

Philipe LaMancusa
Debbie L

New Orleans

Shouldn't ride to ER be free?

<

After— arecent heart attack
and subssequent response by
three N'ew Orleans firefighters,
I was tal<ento the emergency
room at "Towo Infirmary by two
very professional E.M.S. work-
ers. A monthlater I nearly pad
another attack upon receiving a
bill for 2a3most two grand for the
ride, W

Am 1 naive to think that an
emergency health response like
this should fall under city ser-

vices? And what about the Fire -

Department? Why shouldn’t
they get abonus-for being the
real first-responders?
Witllam Bowman
New Orleans
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OUR OPINIONS -

More scrutiny for police details |

New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu
said Thursday that an arrangement that
allowed off-duty police officers to get paid
for reviewing traffic camera tickets shows
how “deeply embedded” problems with off-
duty details are within the New Orleans
Police Department.

“I find it troubling and commit to the
public tomake it right,” the mayor said.

Mayor Landrieu reiterated that a
month ago he directed Police Superinten-
dent Ronal Serpas to come up with a plan
by May 15 to completely revamp the detail
system. That overhaul is urgently need-
ed and will prove a key to reforming the
department.

The Justice Department in a review last
month called off-duty details the “aorta of
corruption.” But now it's apparent that the
entrenched and largely unregulated detail
system hasn’t been limited to private secu-
rity work. The traffic ticket reviews were
being done for the city.

That approach began under former
Police Superintendent Warren Riley, who
was concerned that the task would distract
on-duty officers from more important work,
Superintendent Serpas said — a concern he
says he shared.

Last fall, Anytime Solutions, a company
that was formed in part by Police Com-
mander Edwin Hosli, began handling the

Strong case for ending tolls

Crescent City Connection tolls will
expire at the end of 2012 unless the Legisla-
ture renews them, but a Bureau of Govern-

" mental Research report on bridge finances

should be required reading for lawmakers.

That report, along with audits that have
found instances of questionable spending,
make it clear that Crescent City Connection
users have been paying for a lot of things of
little or no benefit to them.

The BGR says that the $1 tolls, which
have been in place since 1989, should be
allowed to lapse, and the watchdog group
makes a strong case for doing so.

West Bank lawmakers and business
leaders, who have been working to form a
task force group that will make a recom-
mendation on this issue, should find the
report enlightening.

The tolls are collected from east-bank-
bound motorists, but only 19 percent of that
revenue is actually spent to police and main-
tain the bridge. Nearly as much, 16 percent,
is spent on toll collection and associated
administrative costs.

The bulk of the money is spent on what
the BGR describes as “far-flung” services,
including three Mississippi River ferries,
which swallow up the largest portion of toll
revenues — 32 percent.

Only 9 percent is used to pay off the
bonds that paid for the second span, the
ostensible reason to charge tolls in the first
place. That debt will be retired two months
before the tolls expire on Dec. 31, 2012.

“Drivers on the Crescent City Connec-
tion should not be required to subsidize fer-
ry riders and to pay for construction proj-
ects far afield,” the BGR said. “Nor should
they be the onily bridge users in the state
who must pay to get from one side of the
Mississippi River to the other.”

Indeed, it wouldn’t be fair to continue

v

ders, the chief's driver and bodyguard. In -

ticket reviews. Commander Hosli, a close
friend of the superintendent, did off-duty 'ZF
work, as did Superintendant Serpas’ son-in- ]
law, Travis Ward, and Officer Darnell Saun-

all, 20 officers handled ticket reviews, and |
Anytime Solutions billed the city morethan
$96,000.

That arrangement has been halted. The
NOPD Traffic Division is now responsible
for the work, which will be done by on-duty
officers, “as we believe they should have
been from the outset,” Mayor Landrieu
said. F

Mayor Landrieu has also divected the
city attorney to veview how paid details are
being used within the city government todo ,
city business. The city’s inspector general -
and the NOPD’s Public Integrity Bureau |
are also reviewing the matter.

. Those are prudent steps. Superinten-
dent Serpas has said that the reviews will
be carried out without regard to who may
be involved, as it should be. “If there are
any violations found — regavdless of which
officers may have committed them — we
will deal with them openly and by the book,
he said. . '

That’s critical. But even if no rules were f
broken, paying off-duty police officers to do
city work was a bad idea-and shouldn’t be
allowed to happen again, :

v .

charging a toll to cross the Crescent City
Connection when the expenses of other }
Mississippi River bridges are covered by
state and federal funds. According to the
BGR report, the CCC’s expenses are man-
ageable from other sources, namely the :t
Transportation Trust Fund. The report
acknowledges that the CCC has two large

expenses that aren’t associated with other |
bridges: lighting and a special police force.

The need for those requires further study, |
the report said. .

Dropping the tolls also would necessi- -
tate finding another source of money to pay
for the Chalmette, Algiers and Gretna fer-
ries. The Crescent City Connection paid 21
cents for every vehicle that used the bridge
but a whopping $5.46 cents for every pedes- 1
trian or vehicle that used one of the three
ferries.

The BGR suggests that the state
Department of Transportation and Devel- !
opment evaluate increases in ferry fares or |
cuts in service but urged the agency to do E
50 on a statewide basis, taking into aceéunt
factors like ridership and cost per passen- |
ger. That would be the fair approach. Cur- ;
rently, the state funds sik other ferries out 3|
of the Transportation Trust Fund. o

Gov. Bobby Jindal has said that his
administration will remain neutral on
whether to extend the tolls or allow them
to lapse. But state transportation officials
are working with a consultant to scale hack
operations in case the tolls are not renewed,
That’s a prudent step, because a toll renew-
al really can't be justified.

“CCC tolls fail to meet the basie test of
a user fee — that it primarily pays for the
service used by those who pay it,” the BGR
said. “Leaning on one region to cover costs
via tolls, while sparing others the cost, is not
an equitable approach.”
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