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. Bridge
-advisory
panel
proposal
‘withers

 Heitmeier wants
+ COC business plan

By Ed Anderson
Capital bureau

BATON ROUGE — Legislation
that backers say would set up a
nonpolitical professional com-
mittee to advise the Department
of Transportation and Develop-
ment on dperating the Crescent
City Connection died in a Sen-
ate committee Thursday after a
West Bank senator said he
wants the state agency to pro-
vide a business plan first.

The Committee on Transpor-
tation, Highways and Public
‘Works unanimously deferred
House Bill 828 by Rep. Patrick
Connick; R-Harvey; killing it for
the session,

“Give us a plan first,” Sen.
David Heitmeier, D-Algiers,
told department Secretary Wil-
liam Ankner. “I want to direct
the DOTD to come back to this
committee with a plan” to make
the bridge unit run more effi-
ciently.

Heitmeier is the only New
Orleans area lawmaker on the
panel and most of the committee
acceded to his request.

Connick objected to Heit-
meier’s request, saying the
Crescent City Connection Divi-
sion of the state transportation
agency “has done nothing for 18
years. .. but have their hands in
the pot. ... If you kill this bill,
you are doing a disservice to the
West Bank.” - o

Connick conceded that-things
have improved since a recent
audit of the bridge division by
Legislative Auditor Steve The-
riot and the hiring of Ankner

Ankner said the audit and
other factors prompted him to
make management changes at
the bridge division and to keep
closer tabs on spending and con-
tracts for the CCC unit.

Connick’s bill would have set
up a 15-member advisory coun-
cil to recommend policy changes
in the bridge’s operations, re-
placing a committee of political
figures now in place. Nine
House members and four sen-
ators whose districts are near
the span or ferry service would
each have an appointee; the gov-
ernor would have one appointee
and Ankner, as department sec-
retary would be the 15th mem-
ber.

Connick’s proposal would
have required the individuals
named by lawmakers to have
backgrounds in law, business, fi-
nance, management and other
specialties. <

Heitmeier said the appointees
in Connick’s bill would be politi-
cal.

“You can't take all of the poli-
ties out of it,” Connick said, ‘“All
this bill does is get people on
this board who are not poli-
ticians, to get the public confi-
dence back in this thing.”

The proposed commission
would have had an advisory role
in hiring major personnel; re-
taining or getting rid of the span
tolls that expire in'2012; improv-
ing toll collections; and looking
at having State Police supervise
the 32 CCC police officers.

Connick said without changes

" being made, he cannot go back
to his district and recommend
the tolls be extended when they
expire.

He said surplus toll money
was promised to be spent on
roads near the CCC and has not
been used for those purposes,
although some of it has been
used to expand administrative
offices for bridge officials.
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Jury conwicls suspect
on a lesser charge

By Benjamin Alexander-Bloch
St. Tammany bureau

A Slidell-area man was con-

victed on Thursday night of
manslaughter for fatally shoot-
ing an 18-year-old friend in the
back.
. Brandon Twillie, now 27, was
charged with second-degree
murder in the 2006 slaying of
Thompson Cousin near Slidell,
but the 12-member St. Tam-
many Parish jury took 31/2
hours to instead find him guilty
of the lesser charge.

Manslaughter is punishable
by a maximum of 40 years in
prison. Second-degree murder
carries a mandatory life sen-
tence without parole.

Because Twillie has prior fel-
ony offenses, Assistant District
Attorney Jack Hoffstadt will
seek to have Twillie sentenced
under the state’s habitual of-
fender law, which could increase
his sentence to a minimum of 27
years and a maximum of 80
years behind bars.

State Judge Richard “Rick”
Swartz is scheduled to sentence
him on July 28.

During the two-day trial,
Twillie admitted to being high
on cocaine and marijuana when
the incident occurred.

Cousin had a rock of crack co~
caine in his hand and a bag of
marijuana in his back pocket at
the time of his death, authorities
testified.

The fatal shooting — one shot
with a silver .38-caliber revolver
that went through Cousin’s
back, right lung, and then
through his heart — occurred
about 3:45 a.m, June 24, 2006, at
37461 East Hillerest Drive
north of Slidell, a few doors
from Twillie's home.

Twillie, Cousin and their
friend Tony Kirsh, then 18, had
all been sitting*down — Twillie
said “chillin,” Kirsh said “get-
ting high” — in front of the
house into that Saturday’s early
morning hours.

They each were on felony
probation at time, mainly for
drug-related offenses, all in St.

any.

“We all came up together

* terized that fatal night

METRO

Man, 27, guilty of
manslaughter in ’06

since we were young,”
Kirsh testified Thurs-
day.

Defense attorney
Jerry Fontenot charae-

as “just three guys get-

Brandon Twillie

Kirsh, who testified
grudgingly for the
prosecution on Thurs-
day, said he had heard
Twillie say, “I'm sorry.
I'm sorry,” after the
shot was fired.

ting high together.” After fleeing the

Thwillie fled to Hous- Was charged scene, Twillie dropped
ton after the shooting.  with 2nd-degree  the Smith & Wesson
St. Tammany sheriff's  murder of revolver in some
detectives tracked him  18:year-old nearby woods and

down through his cell
phone’s GPS device, arresting
him on June 27, 2006.

From the start of the trial,
Fontenot told jurors that Twillie
had admitted to shooting Cousin
in the back, killing him. But he
claimed it was an accident, that
Twillie had just been playing
with the gun when it went off.

Fontenot asked the jury to
find Twillie guilty of the lesser
charge of negligent homicide,
punishable by a maximum of
five years in prison.

Negligence is defined as when
“there is such disregard of the
interest of others that the of-
fender’s conduct amounts to a
gross deviation below the stan-
dard of care expected to be
maintained by a reasonably
careful man under like circum-
stances.”

‘While Twillie declined to take
the stand during the trial, he ad-
mitted to the shooting during a
confession to St. Tammany sher-
iff’s detectives on the day of his
arrest.

His first question to Detective
John Morse was, “Have they
buried him yet?”

“We were chillin’, and all
that,” he told the detective dur-
ing the video-taped confession.
“We were cool and talking. ...
Then I was playing with my pis-
tol, and boom, it went off like
that.”

Twillie said he’d bought the
gun for $40 “from a crackhead”
about a month earlier.

Twillie said he was about 10

feet away from Cousin when he |

fired the shot.

Chief Deputy Coroner Mi-
chael DeFatta, who performed
the autopsy, testified otherwise
Thursday, saying that because
of gun residue, the shot had to
have been fired from only a foot
away, or less,

Twillie told Morse that he ran
toward Cousin after he heard
the shot and saw the blood.

Maintenance, rent costs
would fall, backers say

GITY HA”., from B-1
Leonard Odom to look at Na-
gin’s proposal to buy the Chev-
ron complex for $8 million and
advise the council on whether he
thinks it makes financial sense.

Clarkson said Deputy Chief
Administrative Officer Cynthia
Sylvain-Lear, who is spearhead-
ing the project for the adminis-
tration, has promised to meet
privately with council members
to answer their questions, but it
was unclear whether Sylvain-
Lear or other administration of-
ficials plan to answer the ques-
tions publicly.

Clarkson said the council will
put whatever information it re-
ceives on its Web site.

Nagin on Tuesday signed a
purchase agreement with Chev-
ron Corp. for the 21-story office
tower, eight-story parking ga-
rage and two-story annex build-
ing at Gravier Street and
O’Keefe Avenue that held the
energy company’s local head-
quarters until last year.

The purchase agreement
gave the city 65 days to inspect
the buildings and secure the fi-
nancing to buy them,

Also Thursday, the adminis-
tration presented two ordi-
nances needed to complete the
purchase. The council could vote
on them next month.

" One says the council and the

City Planning Commission have

decided the city needs the Chev-
ron properties “for a new City
Hall that is consistent with their
duty to provide adequate and ef-
ﬁclen\t office space for public

agencies” and to consolidate of-
fices now spread among several
buildings “into a single facility
to service the public and con-
tribute to the effective and effi-
cient operations of City Hall.”

The other ordinance spells
out where the $8 million would
come from, including $2.7 mil-
lion of insurance money for
damage to City Hall during
Hurricane Katrina, $1 million
from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, $3.8 mil-
lion from the proceeds of vari-
ous city bond issues and
$500,000 identified only as
money for City Hall im-
provements.

Fielkow said he is concerned
about using bond money that
would otherwise be available for
other pressing city needs, and
Councilwoman Shelley Midura
said she questions where acquir-
ing a new City Hall ranks in the
city’s priorities,

However, no council members
have said they would oppose the
Chevron purchase, and the ad-
ministration is expected to try
to win over doubters by arguing
that the city would come out
ahead financially by reducing its
energy and maintenance bills at
City Hall and by saving more
thian $1 million in annual rent it
now,pays for office space at the
Amoco Building and other sites.

City Planning Commission
members are scheduled to tour
thé Chevron site today.
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604.828. a

caught a ride to Texas.
When he was apprehended
there, he told authorities where
to find that gun.

Authorities found it, and As-
sistant District Attorney Jack
Hoffstadt presented it to the
jury Thursday, telling them it
had “a very, very strong trigger
pull,” implying it would require
an intentional pull to fire it.

Fontenot said the trigger’s
hard pull likely was simply be-
cause the gun had lain in the
woods for about a week, and
then in an evidence room for the
past three years.

‘When he shot Cousin, Twillie
was on felony probation for co-
caine possession. He had been
convicted 2005 and was sen-
tenced to five years probation.
His probation was revoked after
the shooting.

In addition to that 2005 drug
possession charge, Twillie has
four other felony convictions in
St. Tammany, all from 1999:
theft between $100 and $500,
possession of stolen property
over $500, unauthorized entry of
a business and simply burglary.
And in 2000, he was convicted of
two misdemeanors: simple bat~
tery and simple criminal dam-
age to property.

Benjamin Alexander-Bloch can be reached

at bbloch@timespicayune.com or
985.898.4827,
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Auderer urges use

of review board

BOARD, from B-1

Tuesday’s council meeting that
clearly stated a motion to ap-
point himself and Cavignac to
the hospital board. But Auderer
altered the agenda before the
deadline to read “motion to ad-
vertise for volunteers to the
Hospital Service District
Board.”

Auderer said he changed the
agenda because he believes the
council should use the parish’s
appointments review board pro-
cess, which would solicit nomi-
nees from community organiza-
tions. Landry and Cavignac say
that process is unnecessary for
the hospital board, which falls
under the jurisdiction of the
state.

The appointments review
board process was not used in
2007 when the previous Parish
Council appointed board mem-
bers.

Landry and Cavignac sub-
mitted evidence this week to
Buckley that they say shows
Anderer lied earlier this month
when he testified that he was on
the north shore the day the May
19 council meeting agenda was
approved. They say the evi-
dence shows Auderer typed in
his personal code to enter the
council offices at 8:49 a.m. on
May 15, the Friday before the

.

council meeting when the ap?
pointments happened. -
Auderer’s testimony before
Buckley June 5 contradicted
that of Landry and Counecil
Clerk Roxanne Adams, who
both said he was in the office
that day. Earlier this week Au-
derer said he may have gone to
the council building before he
drove to his daughter’s business
in Mandeville. "
Lauga said he hopes the ’
council can “put this sad event”:
behind us and move forward'*
with a more productive and con- -
structive use of everybody’s
time.” ’

T

“Whenever your government'
clouds transparency and camou-™"
flages its true intentions, every"'
citizen should be alarmed,”’
Lauga said in a statement. K

Landry and Cavignac had not:
decided whether they would ap-
peal the case Thursday evening...
Cavignac said the other council”,
members denied them the op;;’
portunity this week to vote on -
the matter again at the counc] -
meeting. &

“When we attempted to do .
that for the people of St. Ber=..
nard, to take the high road, the ,
plaintiffs themselves yanked it :
from the agenda.” N
Chris Kirkham can be reached at S

ckirkham@timespicayune.com or
504.826.3321.

Jindal endorsed
NOAH shutdown

HOSPIAL o5

Hospital has had no less than 18
people a day for the past three
months waiting to see a psychia-
trist and of those patients, half
are in need of mental health
beds.

The move will not only affect

bly leave the 245 people that"
currently work and train at the
hospital out of work. Noting thé "
correlation between crime and -
poor mental health, law enforce: -
ment officials at the rally said :
they fear a decrease in mental
health beds could mean moré,,
people will end up in the penal,,
system. e
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Amber Sandoval-Griffin can be reached at *
asandoval-griffin@timesplcayune.com or * -

the patients, but it could possi- at504.826.3323,

ATTENTION!

This information is critical for families and landlords
participating in the Transitional Closeout Program

for Katrina/Rita

If you have begun the process to transition to
HUD’s Housing Choice Voucher Program (HCV),
YOU MUST complete'the entire process
to receive this continued rental assistance.

The Transitional Closeout Program ends August 31%,
Both families and landlords must be fully enrolled in
the HCV Program prior to August 1* to avoid a

disruption in rental assistance.

v

-For help in completing your application, call toll-free:
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' DHAP Ne}v Orleats: 1-866-202-3487
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