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Metairie man held
i for break-in

By Michelle Hunter
East Jefforson bureau

Alert witnesses foiled a
would-be burglar who broke
into a Metairie house Wednes-
day afternoon, a Jefferson
Parish Sherif{’s Office arrest
report said. ’

The break-
in occurred
just after
12:30 p.m. at
a home in the
400 block of
North Sibley
Street. Wit-

RossSHIldsdr. g3 ppea
Arrestedfor — thoy spotted
burglary,bels 4 man using
belngheldon 5 pwo-by-four

$22,000bond  ¢o break into
a house, the
report sald.
The man managed to pry open
a window using the piece of
lumber, then crawled inside.
When deputles arrived, the
witnesses told them the bur-
glar had not yet emerged fram
the house, 8o they knocked on
the front door.
The burglar did not answer.
Meanwhile, authorities con-
tacted the home's owner, who

l See BURGLARY, B-2

. Grand
Isle man
- beaten
‘In motel

'Robbers wielded
tire fron, police say

* By Andrea Shaw
. West Bark tureas

An owner of a Grand Isle
,motel was badly beaten by
two men with a tire iron dur-
ing a robbery early Thursday,
aceording to his business part-
ner and authorities. :

Steven Chevaller, who co-
owns the Tropical Motel with
Tony Grivet, suffered setious

wounds-to his back, Gtivet {-

taid.

The beating happened
-around 1 a.m. as Chevalier
went inside the business, Griv-
et said. One suspect was hid-
ing behind a refrigerator. The
second entered through a door,
Grivet said. They struck Che-
valier with a tire iron repeat~
edly on his back and wrestled
him to the floor, Grivet said.
The suspects fled, Grivet gaid,
leaving behind a mask and 2
pair of binoculars,

Chevalier needed stitches
to close wounds in his back
and might have chipped verte-
brae, Grivet said.

“Most brutal thing that's
happened down there that
I can tell,” said Grivet, who
bought the motel after Harri-

. cane Katrina.
Chevalier could not be

. See NOTEL, B-2

Coconut Beach sand volleyball to

Children’s Hospital is scheduled
tobe,

C(;)g_onut' Beach to relocate

Drury sald that everyone in

7' Kenner's Laketown. “I want to grin, Kenner government has been help-
.Keﬂner Couﬂcll welcome you to the nelghbothood,” Coconut Beachhadbeenloeated  ful to Coconut Beach. “Much dif-
. f sald Councilman John DeHaven,  in West End in New Orleanssince  ferent than what we've seen in oth-
dppf'oveé‘ ﬂgr CEMENL  the interim council member who  the 1980s, Buta nearby hurrleane  erarens,” he said.
: the Laketown area, protection project by the Army The council’s legislation autho-
R The private Coconut Beach  Corps of Engineers is swallowing  rizes Mayor Mike Yenni to enter
By Mary Sparacallo outfit would build at least 22 sand ~ Coconut Beach's property, prompt-  into an agreement with Coconut
Kenner bureau courts, lighting and a concession  ing co-owners Bruce White and  Beach. Yenni said he's working to
area on municipal land just south  Mike Drury to look elsewhere, attract more businesses to Ken-
An enthusiastic Kenner City  of the Pontchartrain Center. The “New Orleans’ loss is Kenner's  ner and to both Laketown and
Council Thursday unanimously ~complex would be ready by Jine  gain,” said Council President Jean-
approved an agreement to bring 2, when a charity tournament for  nie Black,
See KENNER, B-2
: .
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Kyle Dalgrepont, right, Barbara Trolsen and others display signs to passing motorists Thursday at the West Bank Expressway
Donner on-ramp. ‘Operation On-Ramp’ sought to warn motorists that three approaches to the bridge could be shut down to
accommodate the massive rush of traffic expected to be created once the toll plaza is no longer needed. Tolls are scheduled to

lapse at the end of the year,

ally aims to drum up

support for bridge tolls

Group fears that services
will fall by the wayside

By Allen Powall Il
West Bark tureay

At the height of rush hour Thursday:
of Crescent

morning, supporters City Con-
nection tolls took their-case direetly to com-
mxiters, who they sy have the most to lose
if the tolls are allowed to lapse at the end of

un’lgtmn
he-rally, dubbed “Operation On-
" aimed to warn motorista that three

approaches to the bridge could be shut down
to accommaxdate the masaive rush of traffic

expected o be created once the toll plazafs -

10 longer needed. They argue state trans-

portation officials would cloze the rampa to

glow the 12 lanes of traffie that woukd be con-

R
it's mportant

realize if ... you dont want tolls tat

you think the only issue is whether you're

going to pay 40 cents or nat, I think you have
‘to realize we're not going to got the services
that we had,” said Fay Faron, whosatona

- state task force that studied the issve and

Crescent City Connection agency opera-
tions. “And one of the biggest things is going
tobe traflic” .

Connie Burks, one of Operation On-
Ramp's organizers, said toll supporters
haope the rally will bring attention to ser-
vices that would be lost if the Legislature
allows the collection of tolls to cease on
Dec. 31 as scheduled. On Tuesday, a bill
that would have dedicated $6 million anmi-
afly from license tag feea for some of those
operations was shot down in a House com-
mittee, which toll backers and some elect-
od officinls took as an ominous message
about the state’s commitment to maintain-
ing the span.

Burks said besides the presible coaure of
entrance ramx, the bridge’s potice force also
fa {n jeopardy, facing a reduction in services
or complcte elimination.

Officials have said the tolls generate $21
million a year. The cost is $1 for motorists
paying cash and 40 centa for those witha
tolltag,

Critics of extending the tolls say years
of surphtses that were suppwsed to finance
numerous read prujects never material-
ized as the money was squandered. They

also paint to three Mississgs River ferries,

which are free to pedestrians and siphon a
sizable amount of the agency’s budget.
Local elected officials say they want
assurances that a number of services now
paid for by the tolls will be maintained
d‘.

atety.

But toll backers argue that grass cut-
ting, cleamng and bridge inspection also
will decrease in froquency. And withaut reii-
sble financing for lights, the bridge would go

dark, they gay.

*“What they don’t know is that we are
going to be losing a tremendous amount
if we don't pay the tolls,” Burks said. “We
stand tolose agreat deal”

Burks said organizers think the more
information people have, the more likely they
are to support renewing the tolls becanse
without them, the Crescent City Connection
soyld be treated like “any other bridge in
thestate,” and that's not a good thing.

*We do not want to be treated like all the
other bridges,” Burks said.

Business strategist to head Jeff Chamber

Murply worked as
volunteer for years

By Bob Ross
Entdelwnturerg

Todd Murphy, a business
tetand long-

time member of the Jefferson .
Chamber; has been named presi-
dent of the nonprofit organiza-
tion. He most recently worked in
chamber's financial

theHme'ls f
urphy, 46, of
openled:m_oﬂgngemw

. *“Ithink thisis 2 per-

firm and worked as
a public relations
conzultant.

fect fit for me and the

" Murphy said.
“I was in a volunteer
capacity for many, many
years with the chamber,
1 really understand the
chamber’s mission, and

applauded the appointment in
a press release;: “Todd is an
outstanding chofce to lead our
chamber. He understands the
many amenities of this parish,

e

and his dynamic, can-
do spirit will stimulate
business in Jef-
ferson. He is a terril-
ic ambassador for our
business community.”
Murphy also recefved”
praise from Michael
Hecht, president and
CEO of Greater New
Oricans, Inc. inthe game
release. .
“Todd's appointment
will strengthen our

al economic development
efforts,” Hecht said. “He has

. the skills and savvy to focus Jef*

ferson on strategies that will
lead to new business devdlop-
ment while strengthening their

current businesses. He is a

smart, etrong "

Murphy said one of hia goals is
o take on projects that help the
parish become more successful,

*I think we're really going
to work on some public policy
issuea that will make the cham-
ber relevant to the parishs suc-
cesa, [ really want to emphasize
not only the business initiatives
ml.{te quality of life issues as

The chamber Gra's created
in 1997 and has more than §00
members.
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N.O. man
arrested
by task

force

He’s accused of
shooting at officer

From staff reports

Authorities have appre-
hended a 32-year-old New
Orleans man who — according
to the Jefferson Parish Sher-
if"s Office — shot at a JPSO

putArcl officer in April.

U.S. Marshal’s Service
task force arrested Robert D.
Taylor at his residence in the | |
1900 block of Eagle Street on
Tuesday, the Sheriff’s Office
announced Thursday.

Taylor was wanted for
attempted first-degree mur-
der of a peace officer, the ille-
gal discharge of u firearm dur-
ing a crime of violence and
possession of a firearm by a
convicted felon, raid Col, John
Fortunato, a spokesman for
the Sheriff’s Office.

On April 18, patrel officer
Erroll Harris “was involved
in an exchange of gunfire”
with a suspect who jumped
from his burning vehicle in the
2600 block of Manhattan Bou-
levard in Harvey, Fortunato
sald. Neither the suspecet, who
esecaped, nor the officer was y
injured, according to the Sher- !
iff's Office.

Information obtained from
the vehicle helped Detective

See ARRESTED, B-2

West
Bank
man shot
to death

Friends say he was
riding bike fo work

By Alien Powell 1|
West Bark bureas

For the second time this week,
a West Bank man was gunned
down on his way to work.

Deputies found Ross Jack-
on, 47, shat to death in the 1600
block of Estalote Street in Har-
vey on Thureday around 4 am.,
said Col. John Fortunato, a Jef-
ferson Parish Sheriffx Office

Friends said Jackson was rid-
ing his bicycle to work when he
was killed.

Investigators recovered sev-
eral .45-caliber ahell casings at
the scene. Jackson's body was
in a vacant lat across the street
from one church and less than
100 yards from anather.

Jackson had just left his girl-
friend’s house on Pailet Street,
said Gikda Williame, the woman's
aunt. Most morning, he would
catch a ride with hia girifriend
to the West Bank Expressway
to meet hia co-workersa, but on
Thursday. his girlfriend's car
had a flat tire 20 he took his bi
cle. Williams said Jackson was a
wellliked man who had no ene-
mies in the nei

“He was a lovely person: 1
don't know why somebody would
want to hurt him,” she said.

See SHOT, B-2
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